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“…And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, 

in the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.                                                                     

Genesis 22:14 

  

Dear prayer partners and supporters: 

 We praise the Lord for his goodness. In the last 
weeks we were able to do many things for the 
Lord; working in the local churches with youth 
groups, evangelism, Bible conferences, young 
couples’ meetings and discipleship. Many people 
were blessed by the Word of God. Even though we 
worked really hard we didn’t see any person 
coming to know the Lord as a personal Savior. I 
would say that the political, social and economic 
problems that Italy is facing put the people in the 
situation of not looking for God and having no 
interest in God. Man is in the center of everything 
and there’s no place for God in all that. But we trust that God is still working and will do great 
work in our nation. 

 The 18th of May was a blessed day. Our son Gabriel was 
baptized. He really has a burden for his unsaved friends, so 
he wanted to give his testimony clearly again one more 
time. I had the privilege to 
preach for that meeting 
and over 250 participated. 
The great thing is that 25 
of his unsaved friends 
(from school, neighbors, 
from the basketball teams 
that He plays for, and 

even the basketball coach of the Italian national team)  came to 
hear the Word of God. Over forty people heard the Gospel for 
the first time. Many people were touched by the testimonies and 
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the Word of God. Please pray that God will bring fruits for His glory. 

This year Gabriel is finishing high school and he is preparing 
for the finals of the school year, which is the conclusion of five 
years of high school. He has 3 writing tests and one oral test 
that covers most all the subjects of 5 years of school.  Please 
pray for him. It’s really hard and many people don’t pass. For 
many months he hasn’t slept much and has studied a lot, so 
please pray for him for this testing. 

Please for his future. He is really praying to go to the Word of 
Life Bible Institute in Schroon Lake, New York USA. If God 
wants that for him please pray that God will provide the 
funds that he needs to do that. 

 

THE GREAT MIRACLE!!! 

The 16th of May was a memorable day for Word of 
Life Italy.  Almost two years ago, after many years 
of looking for a property to have camps in Italy, the 
Lord opened the door for us to a wonderful place 
with much potential. We made steps to start going in 
that direction, but like in every project of faith there 
are challenges, problems and difficulties, but “…if 
God is with us, who is going to be against us…” I 
started to share about this project and one of our 
supporters challenged us that he was going to be 
willing to pay half of the amount if we were able to 
raise the other half. We had a group of Italian people 
willing to be part of this project of faith, so some of 

them were going to get a loan to be part of this goal 
to make it happened. We were really happy, but 
every step was a challenge. Some of our Italian 
supporters because of the economy went into 
bankruptcy, so every due day until the last moment 
we didn’t have the money, but every payment was 
able to be paid on time. God is great. At last some 
US supporters helped us to reach the goal. Now 
there are a lot of rebuilding projects and too many 
things to do. We have an average of twenty people 
working in the property, many of whom are 
volunteers. Everybody is very happy and 
enthusiastic to see this miracle becoming truth. We 



are only two miles from the beach and we are in a 
farm location. The Melchionda family agreed to move 
to live on the property. Sometimes we realize that this 
is a big project for us, and sometimes it seems that we 
cannot make it. Today I received big news from the 
inspection that there are some things that we have to 
have and also have to accomplish to be able to have 
camp this summer. We need a stove, a specific kind of 
refrigerator that is approved by the law, a new water 
system, gas system, new pipes, some electricity 
connections, and all for the amount of $31,750. Without 
this money it will not be possible to have camp this 
summer. I know this is a new challenge. The Italian people really helped us a lot. You have to 
realize that we paid about $33,000 in taxes to purchase the property. Taxes here are really high. 
We ask you to pray to make this miracle possible, that God will provide the money that we need 
to open the camp this summer. Of course we need to do so many things in the future, but we take 
one step at a time. If only one person comes to know the Lord, all this effort will be worth it. 
.Everything we have seen until now is the Jehovah Jireh; He has provided the right amount in 
the right moment using people that are really happy to be part of it. We ask you to pray that 
the Lord will provide what we need to be able to open the camp the 1st of August. We count on 
you all! 

  

We ask you to keep on praying for my health. Two weeks ago I started to have very big 
problems with my heart not working very well but I was able to accomplish all the 
responsibilities that I had with the local churches and many activities.  In the middle of the 
rebuilding project my spine developed a terrible problem. I lost the use of my legs and couldn’t 
walk plus I had terrible pain. I couldn’t walk, stand, be in bed or do anything.  The pain was so 
bad that I was in tears every day, plus I almost never got any sleep. I was in and out of the 
hospital.  To make the long story short, I had many kinds of treatments that didn’t work.  Now I 
am trying a new treatment. At one point the doctors were saying to have surgery.  I tried  that 
once in the past, but the cardiologist was not in  agreement because he said that my heart 
couldn’t make it through the surgery, and also there is a big possibility of losing the use of  my 
legs or my arms. Now I have a new treatment that they make a small hole every three days into 
my spine and put some medicine in the spine plus I am taking 18 pills a day.  Please pray for me. 
There are so many things to do, but by the grace of God I can do many things by phone , by 
Skype, by mails, even if I am not on the property, it’s like I am with them doing what I need to 
do. If this treatment doesn’t work, there is another treatment that is a little more dangerous, but 
if the one that I am doing now works, the other one will not be needed.  Please also pray because 
everything is very expensive and many things are not covered by insurance, and as you know 
our support is not doing well. Thank you for your care, love and prayers. 

  



Please pray that the God who owns everything will use the people that He wants to provide for 
all the needs that were mentioned in this letter. May the Lord bless you and reward you for all 
you already are doing for us and for our beloved Italy, Thank you!!!  

Before the next letter, by faith we will able to have summer camp, because God will provide. I 
will walk again to be able to do everything that I need to do for God’s glory this summer and by 
God’s grace Gabriel will be able to go to Schroon Lake because of Jehovah Jireh. Pray also that 
God will provide support for the Melchionda family that like always are serving in a sacrificial 
way. We know He could do it for them too. 

  

I would like to end this letter with a phrase from a man that was, is, and always will be an 
example of faith for my life: Jack Wirtzen, founder of Word of Life International, 

 “On the victory side” 

  

Mario and Norma Portillo 

Word of Life Italy 

Psalm 121 

  

 


